
Definitions as listed in the 2012 International Property Maintenance 
Code: 
 
INOPERABLE MOTOR VEHICLE. A vehicle which cannot be driven upon the 
public streets for reason including but not limited to being unlicensed, wrecked, 
abandoned, in a state of disrepair, or incapable of being moved under its own power. 
 
EXTERIOR PROPERTY. The open space on the premises and on adjoining property 
under the control of owners or operators of such premises. 
 
INFESTATION. The presence, within or contiguous to, a structure or premises of 
insects, rats, vermin or other pests. 
 
OWNER. Any person, agent, operator, firm or corporation having a legal or equitable 
interest in the property; or recorded in the official records of the state, county or 
municipality as holding title to the property; or otherwise having control of the property, 
including the guardian of the estate of any such person, and the executor or administrator 
of the estate of such person if ordered to take possession of real property by a court. 
 
PREMISES. A lot, plot or parcel of land, easement or public way, including any 
structures thereon. 
 
PUBLIC WAY. Any street, alley or similar parcel of land essentially unobstructed from 
the ground to the sky, which is deeded, dedicated or otherwise permanently appropriated 
to the public for public use. 
 
RUBBISH. Combustible and noncombustible waste materials, except garbage; the term 
shall include the residue from the burning of wood, coal, coke and other combustible 
materials, paper, rags, cartons, boxes, wood, excelsior, rubber, leather, tree branches, 
yard trimmings, tin cans, metals, mineral matter, glass, crockery and dust and other 
similar materials. 
 
STRUCTURE. That which is built or constructed or a portion thereof. 
 
YARD. An open space on the same lot with a structure. 
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